Computer Tip: Temporary Internet Files

If you use internet explorer (IE) when surfing the internet, IE automatically keeps a copy of the files and images that you have viewed or surfed through. Although generally not an issue, you may not realise that these temporary files could be consuming significant space on your hard drive.

To delete Temporary Internet Files: while in IE, select the option from the menu bar called 'Tools' followed by the option called 'Internet Options'. The first tab in this window is 'General'. You will see a section on this tab called 'Temporary Internet files'. Select the 'Delete Files' button. You will be asked if you want to delete offline files as a backup prompt. (Offline files are files downloaded from a site which you have defined as a favorite site, and you want to keep the files offline too. This allows you to revisit the site at your leisure later on, when you are not connected to the internet.) However, leaving the option to delete offline files un-checked, and pressing OK will remove all those unnecessary files from your hard drive. If you have not done this before, this task may take several minutes to complete.

Limiting the volume of temporary internet files saved to your hard drive is quite straight forward. Using the button called 'Settings' which is beside the 'Delete Files' button, prompts another window. Simply use the slide bar or type in the amount of disk space you want to limit the temporary files too. For example, by typing 50, you are now limiting the maximum amount of temporary files to just 50 megabytes. Press OK, to return to the previous screen.

The third button shown called 'Delete Cookies', allows you to delete files that hold commonly entered details, such as user name and passwords when logging into different web sites. These files mean that a website can 'recognise' you when you enter it. It is personal choice whether you wish this to be the case or not.

Note: If you have a computer used by different people who have their own logins, then each operator will have their own set of temporary internet files. Repeat the above steps for each applicable person.
