Computer Tip: Search Engines

Much has been said about the difficulty of successfully finding what it is you seek on the internet. With the correct tools and instruction this task can become much less frustrating and more rewarding. Remember to use the help features of your chosen search engine - the tips offered within can help to refine your search and get much better results. Many search engines offer an advanced search mode to assist you with this.

Choose the best Search Engine for your needs, remembering that with the changing technology there are always "new kids on the block" offering better results. Our current search engines of choice are...


Vivisimo - Clustering Engine
www.vivisimo.com

The Vivísimo Clustering Engine™ automatically clusters search results into categories that are intelligently selected from the words and phrases contained in the search results, organising these results into meaningful hierarchical folders completely on-the-fly.

More efficient knowledge discovery: No more wasted time scrolling and backtracking through long one-dimensional lists

Increased visibility: Folders provide easy access to useful but low-ranked search results that otherwise would remain buried within a long list

Greater awareness: Hierarchical categories give an overview of the types of available information relevant to your query

Better relevancy: You decide what folders are relevant and click there, rather than surrender to a search engine's ranking idiosyncrasies


Fossick - Meta Search
www.fossick.com/Search.htm

Fossick Meta Search offers one of the most intelligent and advanced meta search engines available on the net today, providing fast searches of the entire Net, or country-specific searches for more than 32 individual countries.

FMS considers word-density, resource-popularity and reliability of the resource by performing an additional soft ranking on results. As a result, FMS tends to produce better results with more accuracy.


Google 
www.google.co.nz

The ever reliable Google search engine, remember to use "pages from New Zealand" option for searches relevant to New Zealand sites.
